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284 DEFENDER OF POOR 

Jury Service. — Unfortunately for the proper administration of both 
the civil and criminal law, the average business man does not appreciate the 
importance of jury service. During the war he demonstrated that he is cap- 
able of the most loyal and self-sacrificing service to his country in many ways. 
He has contributed not only his money, but his time, to the various drives for 
the Red Cross, funds for united war work and has been unselfishly active in 
Liberty loan, thrift stamps and other campaigns. Under the stress of war 
enthusiasm, he has served in the front line trenches or. given his time to the 
nation for the nominal pay of a dollar a day. If he stops to think about 
it he will realize that the thing which actuated him to give so liberally of his 
time and money was the love of fair play. He was imbued with the sense of 
justice as well as patriotism. 

The average business man was willing and did fight for justice abroad. 
But what of justice at home? Let him but receive a jury summons and what is 
his answer? Nine out of -ten business men ask to be excused for "business 
reasons." 

The business man who was obliged to claim exemption from military 
service, felt a sense of shame. He felt that he might be considered a "slacker." 
But what of the man who has sufficient influence to be able to get excused from 
jury service. He often seems to think that it is something to boast about. 

If the jury draft worked like the army draft, what a desirable and democratic 
institution it would be and how far it would go toward obtaining justice. Those 
best fitted would be required to serve. In jury service there can be no 
volunteers, but the men who were too old to fight or who had dependents that 
kept them from the front, can nevertheless serve the cause of justice if they 
will not claim exemption from jury service. The "business excuse" deprives the 
jury of its best material. The failure of the business man to serve the cause 
of fair play and justice by conscientious jury service whenever called upon, 
leaves the decision of all the things which so affect not only business but the 
general welfare, to those who are antagonistic to our institutions and are openly 
advocates of Bolshevism. 

For the good of business and business men, in the interests of good 
citizenship and orderly administration of government, it is necessary that the 
juries who pass upon the security of contracts, persons and property, should 
be composed as largely as possible of business men. Think this over and the 
next time that you or your employes receive a jury summons, remember that it 
is a call in the interests of justice. Serve. — Bulletin of the Chicago Crime 
Commission, July 1, 1919. 

Ask for Defender of Poor Litigants in Louisiana. — The next legislature 
of Louisiana will be urged to enact necessary legislation providing for a 
"public defender" for the parish of Orleans. A joint committee consisting of 
members of the Prison Reform Association and the Legal Aid Society of 
Louisiana, headed by W. O. Hart, who is chairman of the legislative committee 
of the Prison Reform Association and also chairman of the Law Committee of 
the Legal Aid Society, has been appointed to impress upon the legislature the 
necessity for such a functionary to look after the interests of the indigent. 

That the past year has been a busy one for the Legal Aid Society was in- 
dicated by the records showing that over 900 cases were handled by the society, 



